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Health Services

Health Services proudly supports Grand Rapids Public Schools scholars and

their families by promoting health, maintaining a safe environment,

preventing disease, and minimizing the impact of disability.

What is the role of the School Nurse?

School nursing, a specialized practice of nursing, protects and promotes student health, facilitates optimal

development, and advances academic success. School nurses, grounded in ethical and evidence-based

practice, are the leaders who bridge health care and education, provide care coordination, advocate for

quality student-centered care, and collaborate to design systems that allow individuals and communities to

develop their full potential. Adopted by the National Association of School Nurses

(https://www.nasn.org/home)  Board of Directors February 2017.

Health Services Resources

Cherry Health School-Based Health Centers

We are proud to partner with Cherry Health to provide School-Based Health Centers that offer high

quality care for scholars in a convenient, school-friendly environment. Healthcare services are located

steps away from the classroom where interruptions to the educational process are kept at a minimum.

616-819-2000
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3 Convenient Locations:

Innovation Central High School Health Center

421 Fountain St NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 (https://maps.app.goo.gl/oPoofeRwWjDppwEM7)

(616) 776-5110 (tel:6167765110)

Innovation Central Health Center Webpage (https://www.cherryhealth.org/find-location/innovation-

central/)

Ottawa Hills High School Health Center

2055 Rosewood Ave S, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 (https://maps.app.goo.gl/W3ujJ7YzS6M7NaRR6)

(616) 776-5110 (tel:6167765110)

Ottawa Hills Health Center Webpage (https://www.cherryhealth.org/find-location/ottawa-hills-high-

school-health-center/)

Union High School Health Center

1800 Tremont Blvd NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 (https://maps.app.goo.gl/3BJ8UmAPR7CrNAGc6)

(616) 776-5110 (tel:6167765110)

Union Health Center Webpage (https://www.cherryhealth.org/find-location/union-high-school-health-

center/)

Special thank you to our healthcare partner:

 (https://www.cherryhealth.org/)

Catherine's Health School-Based Health Center

We are proud to partner with Catherine's Health Center to provide a school-based health center at

Harrison Park Academy that offer high quality care for scholars in a convenient, school-friendly

environment. Healthcare services are located steps away from the classroom where interruptions to the

educational process are kept at a minimum. Any child between the ages of 3-21 years of age can

receive medical or behavioral health services.

Harrison Park Health Center

1440 Davis Ave NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 (https://maps.app.goo.gl/iCHbbP7JwscgkkaB8)

Request An Appointment at a Cherry Heath

Location

(/departments/health-
services/health-app/)
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(616) 315-2852 (tel:6163152852)

Harrisonfront@catherineshc.org (mailto:Harrisonfront@catherineshc.org)

Parental Consent Form (https://form.jotform.com/252114691871054)

Immunizations Requirements & Resources

Whenever children are brought into group settings, there is a chance for diseases to spread. Taking

preventive steps through immunizations can protect scholars and help ensure a safe learning

environment. 

Immunization Requirements

Any scholar who is not up-to-date with immunization requirements shall be excluded from school until

required immunizations have been administered. School personnel shall cooperate with public health

officials in completing and coordinating all immunization data, waivers and exclusions.

Immunization Waivers

A student is only exempt from the immunization requirements if the parent or guardian presents a

written and signed waiver to their school administrators indicating their objections to immunizations

based on religious, medical or other factors. Philosophical or religious immunization waivers can only

be obtained through the Kent County Health Department. Please contact your school nurse for more

information. 

Learn more about how you can prevent the spread of disease from the  Kent County Health

Department (https://www.accesskent.com/Health/Immunizations/)  (KCHD).

Take the next step and schedule your child's immunization by clicking the button below. 

View the KCHD Immunization Schedule

(https://www.accesskent.com/Health/Immunizations/schedules.htm)

Health Services Forms
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Cherry Health Vaccine Screening Checklist

View PDF Form
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Lista de Verificación de Detección de Contraindicaciones para Vacunas
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Ver formulario PDF

Cherry Health School-Based Health Center Consent Form

View PDF Form
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Formulario de Consentimiento del Centro de Salud Escolar

Ver formulario PDF
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Consent for Disclosure of Immunization Information to Local and State Health

Departments
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View PDF Form

Medication/Treatment Consent Form
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View PDF Form
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Medication/Treatment Consent Form for Self-Administration

View PDF Form
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Frequently Asked Questions

When should I keep my child home from school due to illness?

According to Grand Rapids Public Schools Communicable Disease Policy, Rules # 5141.2, parents will

be informed to keep children home when they are ill. Students who have symptoms of communicable

disease will be excluded from school.

These symptoms include:

Fever 100.4 or higher or chills

New cough or change in cough

Shortness of breath or wheezing

New loss of taste or smell

Sore throat

Body aches

Diarrhea, vomiting, or nausea

Severe headache

Extreme tiredness

Congestion or runny nose

Sores on skin with pus or liquid drainage

Stiff neck or back

Unexplained rash

Please contact your school nurse if you have questions or would like to discuss your child’s symptoms.

What if my child needs medication during the school day?

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are urged to give medication and provide medical treatment at home and on a

schedule other than school hours if possible. Medication includes prescription and non-prescription

medication, homeopathic remedy, herbal remedy, vitamin and/or mineral supplements that may be

taken by any route. If it is necessary that medication and/or treatment be provided during school hours,

the following regulations must be followed: 

1.  A Medication and Treatment Consent Form must be signed by the parent/guardian and the

physician. A Medication and Treatment Consent form can be obtained by contacting the school

nurse. 

Release of Confidential Information and Records

View PDF Form
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2.  Any changes in medication dose, route, schedule or discontinuation of medication must be

communicated to the school nurse and a new Medication/Treatment Consent Form must be

completed. 

3.  Medication must be brought to school in the original pharmacy container with the original label.

Label must include the name of the student, the name of the medication, the name of the

prescriber, the dose, time to be given, route and expiration date. 

4.  Medical treatment supplies shall be provided for school use for each student by Parent/Guardian

as needed. 

5.  Medication must be picked up within three (3) days after the end of the school year or it shall be

discarded. 

6.  Medication/Treatment Consent Forms must be renewed annually. 

What if my child needs a medical procedure to be completed during the

school day?

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) are urged to give medication and provide medical treatment at home and on a

schedule other than school hours if possible. Medication includes prescription and non-prescription

medication, homeopathic remedy, herbal remedy, vitamin and/or mineral supplements that may be

taken by any route. If it is necessary that medication and/or treatment be provided during school hours,

the following regulations must be followed: 

1.  A Medication and Treatment Consent Form must be signed by the parent/guardian and the

physician. A Medication and Treatment Consent form can be obtained by contacting the school

nurse. 

2.  Any changes in medication dose, route, schedule or discontinuation of medication must be

communicated to the school nurse and a new Medication/Treatment Consent Form must be

completed. 

3.  Medication must be brought to school in the original pharmacy container with the original label.

Label must include the name of the student, the name of the medication, the name of the

prescriber, the dose, time to be given, route and expiration date. 

4.  Medical treatment supplies shall be provided for school use for each student by Parent/Guardian

as needed. 

5.  Medication must be picked up within three (3) days after the end of the school year or it shall be

discarded. 

Medication/Treatment Consent Forms must be renewed annually.

Can my child administer their own medications at school?
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Self-administration/possession of medication is allowed in compliance with the rules of the GRPS

medication policy. Students may be allowed to carry inhalers, Epi-Pens, insulin, and glucagon, if they

comply with the rules of the policy.

Contact your school nurse to discuss if you would like more information.

What if my child has a life-threatening allergic reaction while at school?

Each of our schools are provided an emergency use Epi-Pen and Epi-Pen Jr. Our school nurses, school

health aides, and Medical Emergency Response Team (MERT) members are trained in the

administration of emergency epinephrine.

In the event that your child encounters a life-threatening allergen, and Epi-pen may be used, EMS will be

activated, and you will be notified.

What if my child has a medical emergency while at school?

According to GRPS Medical Emergencies policy, maintaining a safe and injury-free environment is of

primary importance to the Board of Education. In the event of a medical emergency, District staff will

secure appropriate medical assistance for all students of the Grand Rapids Public Schools while in

school or engaged in sanctioned school activities.

Will my child’s medical information be kept confidential?

Yes. Our school nurses and district staff are required by federal privacy laws (FERPA) to protect your

child’s educational records, which include medical information provided to the school. Parent consent

will be obtained prior to sharing this information with a third party.

Contact Us

Kirstyn Wade MSN, RN

Director of Health Services

(616) 819-3737 (tel:6168193737)

WadeK@grps.org (mailto:WadeK@grps.org)

Michelle Compton BSN, RN

Nurse Supervisor
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(616) 819-6443 (tel:6168196443)

ComptonM@grps.org (mailto:ComptonM@grps.org)

Eli Floom

Administrative Assistant

FloomE@grps.org (mailto:FloomE@grps.org)

GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

1331 Martin Luther King Jr St SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Phone: 616-819-2000

Fax: 616-819-2104

Website accessibility issue? Report a website accessibility issue online (/accessibility/) .

For immediate assistance, please contact our Accessibility Team at accessibility@grps.org

(mailto:accessibility@grps.org?subject=Website%20Accessibility%20Issue) or call 616-819-5968.

© 2026 All Rights Reserved Powered by Foxbright
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